the other distinct organs of the human body. Groups and congeries of organs, associated together for the accomplishment of certain specific objects, may sustain a relation to the whole, similar in character to that which is represented by families and neighborhoods. Others, again, to that which subsists between states of the same confederacy, and others to the supreme goveminent under which they live. The head, the limbs, and the trunk, are all related to each other, and the different organs or parts of each are the instruments of the whole.
We mention not these things, with a view to instruct the physiologist, who so well knows the truth of what we state, or with a view to claim originality of thought in this respect; but for the purpose, simply, of refreshing his memory, and to deduce certain conclusions and facts, which we design to spread before the readers of the Journal. And surely nothing can be more interesting to the student of physiology, than to trace the remarkable phenomena, exhibited by this wonderful machine, in its combined and curious relations. And this interest is greatly enhanced, as we are enabled, from time to time, to trace some of those relations, not merely as they exist between different organs in the performance of animal functions alone, but in their higher modes of manifestation, especially, when they become the vehicles of thought, and language, or instruments, through which the soul of man displays itself in a most wonderful manner.
The faculty of speech in man, and the intelligence which prompts to the exercise of articulate sounds in communication with his fellow, are his crowning glory. No attribute of humanity is more distinctive?none more remarkable. Around it clusters every thought, and every feeling of the human soul, and it displays, like a faithful microcosm, the intellectual world in miniature. These considerations alone, it seems to us, are sufficient to invest this subject with singular importance, and to justify the effort which we make, to show the relation, which the teeth sustain to speech and elocution.
The exercise of the vocal organs in man, is so intimately connected with the dental apparatus, and the powerful influence which the latter exerts over the former, especially in the use of de- veloped, especially to the extent of which they are capable, is perfectly obvious. We trust the time is not far distant, when these resources will be acknowledged and appreciated as they deserve to be. Who questions the propriety of a teacher of elocution in our colleges and public schools ? And yet, who supposes that an accomplished dental surgeon is much more necessary. And without whose services, the professor of elocution may labor till "dooms-day," with very little result, which is in any degree satisfactory c Also, in our numerous female seminaries, and common schools, where music becomes an important part of education, the same thing is eqally true, equally important; more so, indeed, for "Just as the twig is bent, the tree is inclined."
